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ABSTRACT 

This monograph offers practical suggestions for 
interacting with gifted children at home. Section 1, "Parenting 
Styles Make a Difference," discusses a study on the differences in 
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describes four parental personality types that can cause or 
exacerbate problems in gifted children, and recommends strategies for 
disciplining the gifted child. Section 2, "The Enriched Environment," 
describes how parents can create surroundings that stimulate their 
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Read to your child, tell stories, and allow your child to finish the stories you start. Using 
puppets (paper bag or finger puppets are easy), make up plays or retell stories. Using costumes, 
sound effects, and voice changes, “pretend” a story. Read poetry aloud and encourage your child 
to write a poem. Take fantasy journeys to places real (perhaps to the doctor’s office to prepare 



the child for a coming visit) or imaginary. Discuss dreams and encourage your child to illustrate 
a remembered dream. There is no need to interpret the dream. 

Just share the sights, the colors, and the feelings experienced during your activities. Stretching 
the imagination is easy and can provide a lot of enjoyment as your child builds skills that will be 
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According to Clark (1983, 1986) feeling that one has no control over a situation can be quite 
anxiety-producing. In her work with the New Age School, Clark has found that children as 
young as two-years-old have begun to experience stress and tension over expectations about their 
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be improved. Say it is a simple spoon. Your child can trace the spoon’s development from the 
crude ladles used by primitive societies to small spoons such as teaspoons, and then to large 
“spoons” such as steam shovels. 
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You can foster philosophical thinking by asking your children certain kinds of questions. The 
questions below were developed by the Institute for the Advancement of Philosophy for Children 
(Lipman, Sharp, & Oscanyan, 1980) as part of a program now used in several thousand 
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for making a certain judgement, as well as a justification of that rationale. 
Doesn’t what you say presuppose that . . . ? The parent or teacher points out 
assumptions that might be hidden in a child’s argument or point, requiring the 
child to explain the validity of his or her assumptions. 



os 



Td 

c 

a 

Of) 

.5 

’3 

a 

<D 

e 

CD 

C/3 

O 

D 



C/3 

D 

D 

cr 

D 



O- 

Td 

U 

O 

£ 



C/3 

g 

*3 

cx 

Td 

C 

cd 

c/3 r- 

.0) o 



C/3 

D 

> 



„ e 

rex d 



o 
<u 
ex 

W) ^3 



d 

> 

cd 

<L) 

Ui 

O 

d 

X) 



C/3 cd D 
C/3 CX 

o V3 

> 



CD 




C 


C/3 




CD 


D 




u 

cd 






cx 


O 




(D 

X 


C 




H 


CD 






X 




o- 








c 






cd 

CD 


CD 


cd 


£ 


W) 

cd 


X 
■*— > 


D 

o 


C/3 

3 


2 


SO 


2 


X 


o 

Td 


5 

X 


C/3 

C/3 

o 


■u 

cd 

r- 1 


a> 


cx 


r— 


u> 



B x: 
6 <-> 
O CD 

D g 

its •= 
o </3 

U .2 

<D O 

x c 

o <u 
cd ■*-> 
a) 

w ’55 

U r-j 

O § 
o 



CD 

O 

C 
cd 

a « 

C # cd 

D SO C 

£ .tj fl) 

03 73 



i 3 



x 

o 



— ex 
^3 £ £ 

o x ^ 

< ■§ 5 

x .s £ 

si § 

2 o x 

— - c 
<+- o 

° X 

a 

>? 

5 x 
£ o 



C/3 

C/3 

o 

ex 



O hhO 



d 

X 

-4— * 

o 

CD 

u 

D 

X 

-u 

B 

< 



£ 

ID 

£ 

< 2 

. 3 



\£3 C/3 

O 

CD 

C 
C 

o 
o 



D 

3: 

o 

ffi 



C/3 

C/3 

<D 

C 

Td 

CD 

Td 

c 

D 

i 

c 

0) 

cx 

o 

X 

c 

cd 



X 

*>< 

d 

X 

C/3 

D 

C/3 

on 

D 

u 

w 

00 



CM 



CO 



a> 

u 

u 

S 

(A 

0 

0 

JS 

V 

(0 

k 

<2 

n 

4> 

k 

U 

4> 

(0 



1 

(A 

V 

S 

(A 



B 

CD 

X 

» -J— ) 

d 

2 2 

d X 

O c 

z *-> 

X- Z' 
W) eS 

jv 4> 

CD 

* E 



cd 



Td 

D 



o 

o 



? £ -5 

So O 

ja cx 

X c/3 

H x: 

. OG 

C/3 D 

CD O 
Td C 
cd ,*_ * 

C/3 

Of) *-< 

so^ 

2 - 
<D p 

X x 



5 I 

r-\ ni 

X 

5 a 
o x 

C u 

X o 



C/3 

D 

e 



o 
o 

SO X 
D 

X M 

^ c 

o — 

C^ 6f) 

X c 

o 2 
o +-* 

•g E? 

c 5 j 

x 

CD »X 
> w 
^ C 
O cd 
Td g 
>, £ 



cd 

D 

C/3 

3 





So 




c 


D 






X 




X 






txO 


c 


. 


3 


D 


X 


o 


X 


o 


u 

X 




X 

C/3 


» 






c 


CX 


’cd 

C/3 


D 
X 
■*— » 


3 

D 


c 


Td 


£ 


cD 


c 


o 


X 


cd 


o 


O 

o 

X 


.£ 


c 

2 

x 


3: 


*£ 


o 




c 




C/3 

U 


‘5b 


D 


iD 


D 


X 


C/3 


X 





UIJ 

c x W) 

3 ^ CD 

o g x 

So O 

^ Vi O 

|3 g 

S3 "m - 

bfl 



■4—' « 

O e o 



So O 

-o o 



o 

Td 



D 

o 

•s 

cD • c 
M M g «8 

<u c B 55 

•5 — 2 

1 -g o JB 
JS § •§ ^ 

cd £ O 



O 3 

x o 

Td X 
CD O 

55 x 

O c/3 

cl! 2 

S j> 

B ~ 

- & 
So o 
a) <d 
X Vh 



5 

O 

X 

(D 

e 

o 



*£) ^ 

cd 



cd 

(D 

O 

O 



<D 

> 

<D 

C 



Td 

c 

cd 

D 



1 S £ 



cd 

3 

u 

w '§ 

r*. s, 

So cD 

3 

c 

CD 
X 
2 
u* 

C/3 

Td 

CD 



X OX) 

X c 
5 M 

cD +5 
cd 

x o 

o g 

2 Td 

C/3 3 

u> cd 

c 

CD C/3 

Td 



<D 

X 

u 

O 

C/3 

X 



cd 



- (D 



cd 

ex 



x 

D 



s: 

o 

X 



o 

X 

ad 

s 



§ b 
2 



s 

CD 

s 



C ^ 
CD X 

^ a 

X * C/D 



So 

x X 

3 £ 

C/3 <D 

U £ 

*S 2 
x o 



£ 

2 

X 

o 

CD 

X 

’I— » 

C/3 

2 

‘3) 

<D 

cd 



c 

C/3 


X“H 

C/3 


3 

-u 

C/3 


o 

C/3 


o 

cd 

D 


O 

£ 


D 

£ 


Of) 

c 


D 




Td 


X 




C/3 


o 


• 


O 

Td 


,cd 

VM 

u» 


D 

D 

c 


g) 

X 


^ So 

13 


o 

>o 


C/3 

2 


cd 

D 


Td 

D 

X 


Id 


o 

-4—* 


x" 

£P 


u 

cd 

u 


X 

C/3 

D 


cd 

Of) 


u 

X 

u 


‘5b 


*D 

D 


£ 

D 


X 


C/3 

U 

D 


D 

cr 


c 

’> 


O 


txG 

# C 

*<D 

PQ 


CX 

C/3 

B 

cd 


D 

C/3 

> 

O 

c 


u 

.2 

’£ 

p 


X 

£ 

£ 


’£ 

X 

o 

D 


> 

o 

Px 


D 

£ 

o 

X 



C/3 g 

SO <D 

X X 

cd 

CD CD 

u u 

<D 



cd 



D 
cr 
o 
Od cd 
u = 
<D O 



u Td 



0> 



(D cd 

c n 
(D 2 

s 2 

u u 
CX O 



LO 

C?3 





03 



oo 

CO 



o 

ERIC 



Encourage your children to think about the order in which they do their homework subjects and 
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you will know what was important in the chapter. Still do not read the chapter. Read the 
questions at the end and see how many answers you have already found from the introduction 
and conclusion. Even now, do not read the chapter. 
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On a higher level, did you ever anticipate an essay question on a test? Surely you have! 
Encourage your child to write out the answer, or at least outline it, in addition to thinking it 
through and discussing it. When the question appears on the test, the answer is more likely to 
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exams. Look over 150 pages of notes, but study 10 chapters of index cards. What can they do 
with them at the end of the year? Give them to a younger brother or sister or to a friend. 
Another trick that children enjoy is to speak their notes and index-card information into a tape 
recorder to play back any time they wish. A good time is in the morning while getting dressed. 
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Do not make drill a drudgery. Learning multiplication tables or addition facts is 
rote memorization. Basic skills are essential for pursuing higher mathematics— 
of patterns, the communication of patterns through symbols and words, and the 
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objects — furniture, buildings, artwork in picture books, for example. Take advanta 
opportunities to broaden your child’s mathematical vocabulary by introducing oval 
relationship to and difference from circles, pentagons, octagons (stop signs!), and ( 
Help your child to distinguish between squares and other rectangles and to name o 
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problem solving and the study of new mathematics content. Consequently, ga 
children to practice computing and estimating quickly have an important place 
gifted math students and in the home. 
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Conversion charts will always be available. Instead, decide upon a “standard” that is something 
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Statistics. Thought to be one of the drier aspects of matherr 
can be exciting if tailored to your child’s interests. Suggest con 
among family members or friends to determine their favorite 'v< 
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Sternberg (Alvino, 1985) says “scientific thinking” can be broken down into for 
thought processes: problem finding, problem solving, problem reevaluation, an< 
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Reporting: This is integral to the scientific process and, according to Sternberg, should be 
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